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STATEMENT

Leading MEP condemns targeted killings and continuous violence in
Afghanistan

 Condemnation of targeted killings of journalists, human rights defenders and civil society

representatives

 Call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire

 Call to continue the peace process preserving the fundamental rights and principles in a future

Afghanistan

Statement of the Chair of the Delegation for relations with Afghanistan on the increasing numbers
of targeted killings in Afghanistan

Chair of the Delegation for relations with Afghanistan Petras Auštrevičius (Renew, LT) issued the

following statement today:

“On 2 March, three female media workers have been killed in Jalalabad. During the last months, we have

seen an eruption of violence. It is very worrisome that this violence targets systematically those who

contribute to an open and free society and who ensure the freedom of speech and media. Women are

very often victims of these targeted attacks.

On behalf of the European Parliament, we condemn in the strongest terms the targeted assassinations

of journalists, human rights defenders and civil society representatives. During the time of peace talks,

the voices from media and human rights are more important than ever. We express our sincerest

condolences to the families of the victims. In particular, we call upon the Afghan authorities to conduct

thorough and transparent investigations and hold those responsible for the terrorist attacks accountable.

The European Parliament urges all sides to stop the violence and put in place an immediate and

permanent ceasefire. We call all sides to continue the peace negotiations. The European Parliament

insists that whatever the outcome of peace negotiations will be, a future constitution must guarantee the



fundamental rights and principles of a free and open society, built upon the political, economic and social

achievements of the people of Afghanistan.”

Background

Negotiations between the Afghan government and the Taliban have taken place since 12 September

2020 in Doha (Qatar) to try to reach a peace agreement. Since then, the situation for civil society in the

country has been rapidly deteriorating with at least fourteen targeted killings of journalists and human

rights defenders by unidentified armed individuals or by explosive devices.

Moreover, two female Supreme Court judges were shot when their car was ambushed on their way to

work in Kabul on 17 January 2021. Up to now, no one has claimed responsibility for these targeted killings,

except for the murders of Malalai Maiwand, Mursal Wahidi, Sadia Sadat and Shahnaz Roafi. Those

responsible for these acts remain unknown.

Besides these targeted killings, Afghan civil society remains at high risk of attacks, harassment and

threats with lists containing the names of civil society representatives targeted for assassination

circulating in the country.
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